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Commonly Asked Questions

1. What ages does your school serve? - Concordia has classes for children ages 3 - 5 years of age.
All children who attend must be competently potty trained (No diapers or pull ups.)

2. How many classes do you offer? —We currently offer two classes. Each class uses small group
learning to meet each child’s individual needs while focusing on social, emotional, spiritual, and
academic growth.

e Qurpreschool (Doves) class is for children that are 3 years old.

e OQurkindergarten prep (Sparrows) class is for children that are 4 and 5 years old.

3. How does the kindergarten prep class work with both 4- and 5-year-olds? — Our Sparrows
class is a mixed-age program with two lead teachers. Children are part of one classroom
community but are grouped by age and readiness for instruction. This builds confidence,
independence, and foundational skills to ensure children are exceptionally prepared for
kindergarten.

4. Areyou a state licensed preschool? Yes —we are licensed by the State of Washington (DCYF) for
ages 3-5.

5. How many children are in each class? — Our classes can have up to 20 children per state
licensing. Each class has two or three teachers to keep the student-teacher ratio low.

6. Does your preschool close for the summer or other long breaks during the year? - We are now
a Full Year Preschool which means we operate throughout the summer. There are limited breaks
throughout the year for holidays and staff training.

7. When can my child enroll for preschool? — We enroll throughout the year. Acceptance depends
on availability and other requirements per state licensing.

e The Doves class: Children may start when they turn 3 years old. Some exceptions can be
made for early entrance, determined by meeting certain criteria. Please contact the
preschool director or more information.

e The Sparrows class: Children must turn at least 4 years old by September of the current

year.
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How does your enrollment work? — Complete the online application using the link on our
website. After your seat is confirmed, you will receive an email with instructions to finalize your
enrollment.

What is the tuition? Tuition costs depend on how many days/weeks and if your child attends for
half or full day. Refer to current rate sheet.

How is tuition paid? —Tuition is paid automatically via our online system, which is set up during
enrollment.

What are your hours of operation? — For full day students, we open at 7:30am and close at 6pm
with a 10-hour maximum. Half day students start at 8:30am and end at 1pm.

Do | have to be Christian or Lutheran to attend your school? You do not need to be Christian or
Lutheran to attend our preschool — everyone is welcome. Our Christian teachers use a Preschool
Bible and demonstrate their faith in class.

What does a typical day look like in preschool? Refer to the typical schedules for each class for
specific information.

What is your teaching methodology? — We are considered a play-based preschool where we
blend independent exploration with structured guidance. Teachers facilitate learning through
questioning, introducing materials, and supporting social-emotional growth during child-directed
play, while also leading small-group lessons to teach new concepts and reinforce skills, ensuring
holistic development.

What curriculums do you use?

e Second Step is a social-emotional learning (SEL) curriculum that teaches core human
skills like empathy, emotion management, problem-solving, and responsible decision-
making through engaging, age-appropriate lessons, aiming to improve school climate,
academic success, and overall well-being by building students' abilities to handle strong
emotions and interact positively with others.

e Zoo-Phonics is a multisensory language arts program using animals, body movements
(Body Signals), and songs to teach reading, spelling, and writing, focusing on phonemic
awareness through a playful, kinesthetic approach that links letter shapes to animal
pictures and sounds.

Do you have an outdoor space for large motor activity? We have a half-acre playground and a

full-sized gymnasium for scheduled recess times throughout the day.
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What do the classrooms look like? All the preschool classrooms are oversized, with tall ceilings
and a wall of windows for plenty of natural light. The classrooms are bright and colorful and are
set up with various play centers for age-appropriate learning and exploration.

Do you have a frequent teacher turnover? We have a very low turnover rate for our teaching
staff.

How do you handle discipline in the classrooms? Teachers consider a situation requiring
behavior guidance to be a teaching opportunity by focusing on positive, proactive strategies like
teaching social-emotional skills (SEL), offering choices, redirecting, and minimizing separation
time, while prohibiting harsh punishments, expulsion, or suspension; policies emphasize
developmentally appropriate practices, family collaboration, and supporting children's needs
through clear communication and building relationships, aligning with OSPI/DCYF guidelines for
whole-child support.

Do you serve food at your school? We offer one snack in the morning and another in the
afternoon. Children bring lunches from home and eat in the classroom with their teachers.
Classrooms always have filtered drinking water available. September - May, Concordia offers
slice(s) of pizza each week at an additional cost.

Do you have experience with food allergies and how are these handled? We are a peanut free
school, and follow state guidelines for allergies and allergy medication, including training and
medication log usage. Parents are required to alert us of any allergies or medical conditions on
application and emergency forms included in initial enrollment paperwork and must provide any

medications recommended by the child’s physician to be on site in its original container.

*** Please see the parent handbook for more information ***
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